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Was the unpaid ATO debt incurred 
post 1 April 2020 and relates to 
GST, WET (Wine Equalisation Tax) 
and LCT (Luxury Car Tax)?

Is the ATO debt in relation to 
PAYGW? 

Is the ATO debt in relation to 
SGC?

Was the SGC statement lodged 
within 28 days of the end of the 
relevant quarter?

Was the BAS relating to the debt 
lodged within 3 months of its due 
date ?

Can be issued as a  
Standard DPN
If you receive a Standard DPN, 
you are not held liable for the 
ATO debt until 21 days has 
passed after the date of notice 
and you have not undertaken 
one of the following options: 
1. Appoint an Administrator to 
the Company, or
2. Begin to wind up of the 
Company, or
3. Pay the debt

Can be issued as a  
Lockdown DPN
If you receive a Lockdown 
DPN, you are liable for your 
company’s ATO debt.
Your options are: 
1. Declare personal bankruptcy 
or a formal alternative under 
the Bankruptcy Act, or
2. Negotiate a resolution of the 
debt with the ATO, or
3. Pay the debt

My Company has an outstanding debt to the 
ATO, can I be made personally liable as a result 

of a Director Penalty Notice  (DPN)?

If you believe your client may be personally liable for their company’s outstanding debt with the 
ATO we recommend seeking independent expert advice as soon as possible.
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